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Meet 1-year old Jayton. During 
cold Michigan winters, sleeping in 
a home without heat is extremely 
dangerous for children like Jayton 
and his 7-year-old brother.

Jayton came to THAW with his 
Dad, Gerrome, a line order cook 
at a popular restaurant in Detroit.

“I’m a father and homeowner who 
just needs a little assistance,”  
said Gerrome. 

A single father, he needed help 
after their basement flooded, 
causing damage to their furnace 
and hot water heater. “It’s a 
minor setback,” he said, “but it 
feels major when you have kids.  I 
got my bill...I’m working though it 
and trying to get everything fixed 
before it gets too cold for me and 
my kids.”

THAW’s dedicated staff was able 
to assist Gerrome and get his gas 
and electricity restored.

The Heat and Warmth Fund’s 
(THAW) mission is stabilizing 
and empowering Michigan 
families, keeping them healthy, 
safe and warm.  Last year, we 
distributed more than $14 million 

GIVE THE GIFT OF WARMTH TO KEEP FAMILIES SAFE AND WARM

THAW CEO Named Notable 
Woman In Nonprofits
Saunteel Jenkins was recognized 
as a “Notable Woman in 
Nonprofits” in a recent issue 
of Crain’s Detroit Business.  
Saunteel works tirelessly to keep 
Michigan families healthy, safe 
and warm.  

in utility assistance to over 
17,000 Michigan households like 
Gerrome’s. Those households 
included more than 20,000 
children like Jayton.

All Gerrome wants is to “maintain 
a stable household.” 

Supporters like you made that 
possible. His one-year-old son, 
Jayton is in a warm bed tonight. 
But there are other children all 
over Michigan whose parents 
need our help to keep them 
healthy, safe and warm. To do 
that, we need your help. Please 
donate today at thawfund.org.

1-year old Jayton.

“I’m a father and 
homeowner who 
just needs a little 

assistance.” 
– Gerrome



The 9th Annual Week of Warmth was held November 
3-10 and included awareness, assistance and 
fundraising events.

Sponsored by DTE, the goal of the Week of Warmth is 
to raise and distribute $1 million in energy assistance. 
One of the highlights was our annual Night of Warm 
Hearts at MGM Grand Detroit. Emceed by WDIV 
News Anchor Rhonda Walker, the event raised over 
$600,000.

THAW was excited to honor three supporters who are 
making a huge difference in our community each and 
every day.

Our Alice Parker Awardee was Courtney Smith of 
the Detroit Phoenix Center. Doug Maibach of Barton 
Malow Construction received the Power Force Award, 
and Cregger Plumbing and Sewer Service received the 
Warm Heart Award.

Congrats to all!

2018 Week of Warmth

Courtney Smith, 
Detroit Phoenix Center
Alice Parker Awardee

Doug Maibach, 
Barton Malow Construction
Power Force Awardee

Grammy Winner Marvin Winans 
at Hallelujah for Heat Concert, 
Detroit

Derek Mackie and Kevin Hollander,
Cregger Plumbing and  
Sewer Service
Warm Heart Awardees THAW CEO, Saunteel Jenkins, Rhonda Walker and volunteers 

at the WDIV GIft of Warmth Phone Bank

COO of DTE Energy, Jerry Norcia and wife, Josie.

Wayne County Executive Warren Evans and Toney Stewart -  
Regional Carpenters Union

CEO LETTER

You Helped Us Achieve Something Big!
Chilly temperatures came early this year, and like typical Michigan winters, 
the chill will turn to freezing temperatures over the next few months.

Winters here are often brutal and unpredictable, leaving families with rising 
energy costs that often force them to make difficult choices. Since 1985, 
supporters like you have made sure that families do not have to choose 
between feeding their families and heating their homes.

THAW has been able to accomplish a lot in our 33 years. I’m proud to share 
that because of your support, we’ve reached a very important milestone. 
This year, we helped our 250,000th household get through an energy crisis.

That means 250,000 families had a better quality of life because of you. 
Parents were able to cook hot meals for their children. Seniors didn’t have to 
choose between buying groceries or paying the electric bill. Children didn’t 
have to leave school and go home to sleep in a cold house. The support we 
provided to over 250,000 families, seniors and children is because of the 
support you provided to THAW. Thank you!

Thank you for helping be that bridge between crisis and stability for so many 
families. Here at THAW, we are building on that shared success as we look 
to the future. Can you imagine a future in which every Michigan family is 
able to meet their essential heat, electricity and water needs?

That’s the future THAW is working toward. And I believe we can get there 
together by ensuring every family has access to affordable utilities, energy 
efficient homes, and viable job opportunities. It won’t be easy, but together 
we can do it!

With the same spirit of compassion, respect, and innovation that we’ve 
cultivated for the past 33 years we can make Michigan a healthy, warm and 
safe place for all families. But we can’t get there without YOU.

Please join us in our mission to keep Michigan families healthy, safe and 
warm. Donate today.

Warm regards,

Saunteel Jenkins 
Chief Executive Officer 
The Heat and Warmth Fund

Ways to Support
Visit thawfund.org  
to donate online.

Call (313) 963-2681  
to donate by phone.

We welcome your gift of 
appreciated stock. Please 
ask your broker to transfer 
the stock to The Heat and 
Warmth Fund’s account with 
Charles Schwab.   
Or call (313) 963-2681.

Mail your gift to:  
The Heat and Warmth Fund 
Department Number 77650 
P.O. Box 77000
Detroit, MI 48277-9901

@THAWFUND | thawfund.org

Follow us online: 

The Heat and Warmth Fund staff recently 
celebrated the milestone of helping over 
250,000 families since we were founded in 1985.

CEO LETTER

You Helped Us Achieve Something Big!
Chilly temperatures came early this year, and like typical Michigan winters, 
the chill will turn to freezing temperatures over the next few months.

Winters here are often brutal and unpredictable, leaving families with rising 
energy costs that often force them to make difficult choices. Since 1985, 
supporters like you have made sure that families do not have to choose 
between feeding their families and heating their homes.

THAW has been able to accomplish a lot in our 33 years. I’m proud to share 
that because of your support, we’ve reached a very important milestone. 
This year, we helped our 250,000th household get through an energy crisis.

That means 250,000 families had a better quality of life because of you. 
Parents were able to cook hot meals for their children. Seniors didn’t have to 
choose between buying groceries or paying the electric bill. Children didn’t 
have to leave school and go home to sleep in a cold house. The support we 
provided to over 250,000 families, seniors and children is because of the 
support you provided to THAW. Thank you!

Thank you for helping be that bridge between crisis and stability for so many 
families. Here at THAW, we are building on that shared success as we look 
to the future. Can you imagine a future in which every Michigan family is 
able to meet their essential heat, electricity and water needs?

That’s the future THAW is working toward. And I believe we can get there 
together by ensuring every family has access to affordable utilities, energy 
efficient homes, and viable job opportunities. It won’t be easy, but together 
we can do it!

With the same spirit of compassion, respect, and innovation that we’ve 
cultivated for the past 33 years we can make Michigan a healthy, warm and 
safe place for all families. But we can’t get there without YOU.

Please join us in our mission to keep Michigan families healthy, safe and 
warm. Donate today.

Warm regards,

Saunteel Jenkins 
Chief Executive Officer 
The Heat and Warmth Fund

Ways to Support
Visit thawfund.org  
to donate online.

Call (313) 963-2681  
to donate by phone.

We welcome your gift of 
appreciated stock. Please 
ask your broker to transfer 
the stock to The Heat and 
Warmth Fund’s account with 
Charles Schwab.   
Or call (313) 963-2681.

Mail your gift to:  
The Heat and Warmth Fund 
Department Number 77650 
P.O. Box 77000
Detroit, MI 48277-9901

@THAWFUND | thawfund.org

Follow us online: 

The Heat and Warmth Fund staff recently 
celebrated the milestone of helping over 
250,000 families since we were founded in 1985.

CEO LETTER

You Helped Us Achieve Something Big!
Chilly temperatures came early this year, and like typical Michigan winters, 
the chill will turn to freezing temperatures over the next few months.

Winters here are often brutal and unpredictable, leaving families with rising 
energy costs that often force them to make difficult choices. Since 1985, 
supporters like you have made sure that families do not have to choose 
between feeding their families and heating their homes.

THAW has been able to accomplish a lot in our 33 years. I’m proud to share 
that because of your support, we’ve reached a very important milestone. 
This year, we helped our 250,000th household get through an energy crisis.

That means 250,000 families had a better quality of life because of you. 
Parents were able to cook hot meals for their children. Seniors didn’t have to 
choose between buying groceries or paying the electric bill. Children didn’t 
have to leave school and go home to sleep in a cold house. The support we 
provided to over 250,000 families, seniors and children is because of the 
support you provided to THAW. Thank you!

Thank you for helping be that bridge between crisis and stability for so many 
families. Here at THAW, we are building on that shared success as we look 
to the future. Can you imagine a future in which every Michigan family is 
able to meet their essential heat, electricity and water needs?

That’s the future THAW is working toward. And I believe we can get there 
together by ensuring every family has access to affordable utilities, energy 
efficient homes, and viable job opportunities. It won’t be easy, but together 
we can do it!

With the same spirit of compassion, respect, and innovation that we’ve 
cultivated for the past 33 years we can make Michigan a healthy, warm and 
safe place for all families. But we can’t get there without YOU.

Please join us in our mission to keep Michigan families healthy, safe and 
warm. Donate today.

Warm regards,

Saunteel Jenkins 
Chief Executive Officer 
The Heat and Warmth Fund

Ways to Support
Visit thawfund.org  
to donate online.

Call (313) 963-2681  
to donate by phone.

We welcome your gift of 
appreciated stock. Please 
ask your broker to transfer 
the stock to The Heat and 
Warmth Fund’s account with 
Charles Schwab.   
Or call (313) 963-2681.

Mail your gift to:  
The Heat and Warmth Fund 
Department Number 77650 
P.O. Box 77000
Detroit, MI 48277-9901

@THAWFUND | thawfund.org

Follow us online: 

The Heat and Warmth Fund staff recently 
celebrated the milestone of helping over 
250,000 families since we were founded in 1985.

Saunteel Jenkins
Chief Executive Officer



THAW Leadership
EXECUTIVE STAFF

Saunteel Jenkins 
Chief Executive Officer

Matthew Phillips 
Chief Operating Officer

Toni Russell 
Chief Financial Officer 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Board President 
Mark Lichtman 
Zenacomp Incorporated

Board Vice President 
Krista Capp 
Bedrock Detroit

Board Secretary 
Doug E. Detterman 
Consumers Energy 

Board Treasurer 
Michelle Lemerond 
Comerica Bank

MEMBERS-AT-LARGE

Tanya Allen 
Eclarim LLC, dba ForeverFresh

Daniel Brudzynski 
DTE Energy

Tony Saunders 
Volte Strategy

BOARD MEMBERS

Rick Ayers 
SEMCO Energy

Romano Curti 
Barton Malow

James L. Doak 
Miller Buckfire & Company, LLC

April Donaldson 
Strategic Staffing Solutions

Katey Forth 
Cinnaire

Ellena Gatzaros 
400 Monroe Associates

Lawrence C. Glass, Jr. 
El Bethel Baptist Church

Marcie Johnson 
Michigan Complete Health

Debbie Kenyon 
Entercom

Robert Porcher 
PM Logistic Services, LLC

David Rouls 
Slalom Consulting

Melissa Roy 
Roy Public Affairs

James Settles 
City of Detroit

Mark Winter 
Identity PR

Thank You Week of Warmth Sponsors

DIAMOND SPONSOR: 
Next Era Energy

GOLD SPONSORS: 
Barton Malow, Community Financial Credit 
Union, ITC Holdings, Michigan Regional Council 
of Carpenters and Millwrights, Strategic Staffing 
Solutions

SILVER SPONSORS: 
Accenture, Aria Energy, Aristeo Construction, 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan and Blue Care 
Network, Chemical Bank, Consumers Energy, 
MASCO, R.L. Coolsaet Construction Company, SEEL, 
SEMCO Energy

BRONZE SPONSORS: 
AAA – The Auto Club of Michigan, Ascension 
Michigan, Atwell, LLC, Dziurman Dzign, Eagle 
Excavation, Experis, Ferndale Electric, Greektown 
Casino, Harris and Harris, Henry Ford Health 
Systems, Heritage Sustainable Energy, LLC, Ideal 
Contracting, LLC, J.J. Barney Construction, Johnstone 
Supply, Miller Pipeline, Molina Healthcare, Oscar W. 
Larson Co, PWC, Racine and Associates, re:group, 
Vector Pipeline, Wolverine Solutions Group.

PRESENTING SPONSOR: 


